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This form is for use in nominating ToRS Tor maidual properies and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking “'x" in the appropriate box or
by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A™ for *“‘not applicable.” For functions,
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name __Fort Benjamin Harrison Historic District

other names/site number

2. Location

stfeet & number Fort Benjamin Harrison (East 56th Street) T not for publication
city or town Indianapolis ' 37 vicinity
state Indiana = cude ‘IN county Marion code _ 927 zip code 46216

3. State/Federal Agency Ceriification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this 2% nomination
(O request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation' standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

@ meets (] s not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant
= nation statewide [ logally. (D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
Ak /é. 24#» 2-r 27

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

~ Indiana Department of Natural Resources
State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property &l meets (3 does not ‘meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional

comments.) _
Frs D b 11/23/93
Signature of certifying official/Title R Date v L
Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army (Environmental, Safety and Occupational
State or Federal agency and bureau Health) OASA (I,L&E)-
4. National Park Service Certification ~ .
f heriub\yemfy that the property is: /] Signature of the Keeper ) Date of Action

entered in the National Register. " é % /! ) / /
] see continuation sheet. A y ALLO ql (&7( ZL_
[J determined eligible for the .

National Régister
- {1 see continuation sheet.

{1 determined not eligible for the
National Register.

{1 removed from the National
Register.

{7 other. (exptain:)
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Fott Benjamin Harrison Historic Distriét- ™
Name of Property iy

Marion Ccunty, IN
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

(] private O building(s)

] public-local & district

(O public-State (1 site

& public-Federal O structure
[J object

Name of related mulitiple property listing
(Enter “NJA" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previousiy listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
XX 75 ' 19 buildings
1 1 sites
3 - 3 structures
0 Q objects‘ |
79 23 Total

‘Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

1

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter c_ategories from instructions)
DEFENSE: Military Facility
DOMESTIC: Single Dwelling
Multiple Dwelling

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DEFENSE: Military Facility

DOMESTIC: Single Dwelling

Maltiple Uwelllng

SecondaryStruecture— ——— — . Secondary Structure
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions}) (Enter categories from instructions)
Colonial Revival foundation Limestone
~ walls Brick

roof Asphalt

other Wood

‘ Tin Slate

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

et
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‘For* Benjamin Harrison Historic District i IN
Name of Property . . County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria ‘Areas of Significance

(Mark “'x” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions)
for National Register listing.) R
. Military
(X A Property is associated with events that have made Community Planning and Development
a sngqlflcant contribution to the broad patterns of Architecture
our history.
1 B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.
X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and . L
distinguishable entity whose components lack Period of Significance
individual distinction. 1906-1910
N ‘ 1920-1937
2 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, -
information important in prehistory or history. 1938~-1945
Criteria Considerations ” , Significant Dates
(Mark “x™" in all the boxes that apply.} : :
1908

Property is:

= A owned by a religious institution or used for
- religious purposes. ’ .
Significant Person

- B removed from its original location. (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
{ C a birthplace or grave.

_ Cultural Affiliation

i_ D a cemetery. .

L E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

Z F a commemorative property.
(] G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Architect/Builder
within the past 50 years. - Army Quartermaster Corps

Narrative Statement of Significance :
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS): ' Primary location of additional data:
O preliminary determination of individual listing (36 O State Historic Preservation Office
CFR 67) has been requested [0 Other State agency
X! previously listed in the National Register (¥ Federal agency
(1 previously determined eligible by the National (1 Local government
Register ] University
(2 designated a National Historic Landmark ] Other
] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository:
#

O recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record # !




«

Fort Benjamin Harrison Historic District Marion County, IN
Name of Property ) County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _ 340 acres

UTM References _
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

116l 1508,4(8,7,1] |44/1,2]8,7,7 316 |5)848 7L BAfLL96)9]
Zone  Easting ~ Northing Zone Easting Northing
o|1,6] [5]814]0,4,3] |4,411,1]9 4 5] 41 1,6 [SBADA3| [B4fl2 18.7,7]

(] see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

-Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

namettitle Jare R. Cardinal, M.A., and David R. Bush, Ph. D

D.E. i i i
organization McGillem & Associates/URS/David R. Bush ... March 10, 1989/Rev. Dec. 21, 199

street & number _77 S. Girls School Road telephone ___(317) 241-8336

city or town Indianapolis : : state__ IN  zip code _46231

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps |
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map for historic di_s,tricts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs | |
Representative black and .white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
{Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FFO.)

name

street & number telephone

city or town ' state zip code

A . .
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of .Historic P[aces to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the Nationai Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). :

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions. gathering and maintaining data. and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DG 20503.
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(Pg-’aseform 10-900-a . OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
‘National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number — 2 Page L

Resource count for Fort Benjamin Harrison Historic District

Contributing Buildings: 75 Non-contributing Buildings: 19
Sites: 1 Sites: 1
Structures: 3 ) Structures: 3
Objects: o Objects: 0
Total: ‘ 79 : Total: 23

Buildings by date of construction:

1906-1910 WWT 1920-1938 WWIT Post WWII (NC)
4 13 18 6 613 33
- 17 (Total=1) 27 615 ’ 66

26 407-408 626-631 409

28 412-413 633-641 606-607

30-32 610-611 (Total=17) 609

404-406 632 612

411 (Total=9) 617-619

600 621-623

604-605 : 625

614 ' _ 642

616 (Previously listed in NRHP) 901

624 3 sm. bldgs in

643-672 SE section of Parade

900 Grounds (see p. 7-11)

(Total=48) , ’ (Total=19) :
Contributing Structures: ~ Non-Contributing Structures:

Water Tower (#603) Bleachers (#673)

Kent Ave. Bridge Flagpole (#675)

- Bandstand (#676) Tennis Courts
Contributing Site: Non-Contributing Site:

Parade Grounds : : Cemetery (c. 1830-1900)

-l




(:F.’:Jorm 10-900-a . OMB8 Approval No. 1024-2018

United'States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

1

Section number Page _

The Fort Benjamin Harrison Historic District is situated in the south-central sector of the Fort Benjamin Harrison
military installation. Its boundaries are defined by the buildings and structures remaining from the original fort
complex:. which was authorized by Congress in 1903 and constructed between 1906-1910. The district includes
ninety-four buildings, six structures, and two sites. Forty-eight of the buildings, a bridge, a water tower, and the
large parade grounds represent the self-contained military community of that era; twenty-seven other buildings and
a bandstand help to document the growth of the installation until the end of World War II. Because many of these
are similar in style, materials, and function to the original complex, they are considered to be secondary contributors
to the district. : : S

Nineteen additional buildings and three structures are from the post-War period and are considered to be intrusive
at this time. A cemetery dating from c. 1830-1900 is also located on the grounds of the fort. It pre-dates the
establishment of the fort, has nc military association, and does not meet criteria consideration D. It is considered
to be a non-contributing site.

The region surrounding Fort Benjamin Harrison retains little of its original rural character as it has been subjected
to rapid and extreme industrial and urban development. In contrast, a majority of the Fort’s lands have been
preserved in an undeveloped state as both an environmental preserve and military training area. Asa result, the
district presents an excellent slice of earlier American life, as well as a well-maintained turn-of-the-century military
installation. :

The buildings of the original fort complex are in British Adams-style Colonial Revival style and are constructed of

similar materials. As such they form a visually cohesive and functionaily self-contained community that, at the time ,
of construction, formed the best and most modern Army post in the American military. All of the buildings wee

designed on symmetrical rectilinear plans of one or two stories. Foundations are poured concrete faced with coursed

limestone up to a dressed limestone water table. Walls are common bond brick. Window and door frames have

dressed limestone lug sills and flat or arched voussoirs above. Gabled and hipped roofs were covered with slate tiles

and have interior corbelled capped chimneys and gable returns. Porches are large, open verandas with rounded

wood columns and balusters. Ornamentation, which is limited to roof line and window area, helps to define

function and rank within the military system. '

The buildings were built from stock plans designed by the Quartermaster General’s Office and used throughout the
" nation during the first decade of the twentieth century. Many that were intended to serve similar functions were
built from identical or similar plans. For example, along Lawton Road loop, eighteen officers’ family residences
use three set plans: six are 0.Q.M.G. Plan 120-F, a duplex; eight use 142-B, also a duplex; and four use 145-D,
a single family residence. The six large enlisted men’s barracks located on the east side of the loop used 0.Q.M.G.
Plan 75-G. Two fourplexes located near the hospital use Plan 85-B; another duplex close by used Plan 85.
Likewise, buildings found within the service/utility unit area use similar quartermaster plans: two stables used Plan
139, while th® two wagon sheds (now one building) used Plan 60H. '
































































































































































